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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 3675 

E.O. 11652: GDS 12-31-79 
TAGS: ETEL, MARR, NATO 

SUBJECT: INTEGRATION OF US DEFENSE COMMUNICATIONS IN EUROPE WITH 
NICS 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE STOESSEL; FOR ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE HILL; FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
RECHTIN 

1. 1 HAVE JUST SENT SEPARATE MESSAGE USNATO 3674 ON THE ABOVE 
SUBJECT. I DISCUSSED THIS TOPIC WITH DR. RECHTIN IN MARCH 

AND FRET. THAT THESE PROPOSALS ARE DIRECTLY IN LINE WITH CURRENT 
MAJOR U.S. GOALS IN NATO. IF IMPLEMENTED THEY WOULD TEND TO 
MODERNIZE AND IMPROVE NATO CONVENTIONAL COMBAT CAPABILITY 
WHILE AT THE SAME TIME REDUCING US BOP LOSS AND BUDGET COSTS 
DUE TO STATIONING OF US TROOPS IN EUROPE. 

2. 1 WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD TAKE A HARD LOOK AT THIS 
PROPOSAL AND GIVE ME YOUR REACTION. IF YOU AGREE THAT THE IDEA 
HAS MERIT, USNATO IS READY TO MAKE MAXIMUM EFFORT WITH OUR 
ALLIES TO ACHIEVE TANGIBLE AND MEASURABLE RESULTS. 

RUMSFELD 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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